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“Candidates indulged in offering bribes and dole-outs are liable to lose their
Council Membership”. The Appeal against Moneragala landmark judgment

dismissed.

The Appeal filed in the Supreme Court against the judgment given by the
Monaragala High Court on the election petition case on 13th September last year
that marked a significant milestone in the history of electoral history in Sri Lanka was
withdrawn yesterday (07t June ).

The Appeal in question was filed, with the guidance and assistance of the PAFFREL
by a candidate who contested the local government elections held in 2018 for
Maduraketiya Ward of Monaragala Pradeshiya Sabha, alleging that the candidate
who won the election had indulged in offering bribes to the voters during the election
time.

Accordingly, Monaragala High Court Judge Ranga Dissanayake pronounced
the verdict on September 13 last year abolishing the councillorship of Tharanga
Harshaka Dissanayake, the respondent of the case who won the electoral seat of
Maduruketiya division of Monaragala Pradeshiya Sabah and ordered that W.M. Sunil,
the defeated candidate of the UNP be appointed to the vacant post.

The appeal filed by the petitioner, the respondent of the above case in the
Supreme Court challenging the verdict given by Moneragala High Courth as been
withdrawn by petitioner’s Counsel on 7t June stating that he would not be interested
in proceeding with the Appeal.

This judgment will prove to be a unique and historic one, since it will lead to
persuade the candidates to refrain from bribing the voters in future elections (local
government, provincial council, parliamentary elections and presidential
elections).Even if a candidate secures a Council Membership offering bribes to voters,
a precedent has now been set up by this judgment that the Council Membership of
his/her is liable to be abolished and other punishments imposed in the event an
aggrieved party files an election petition challenging his/her election.

#No.16, Byrde Place, Off Pamankada Rd, Colombo 06.
Tel : (+94) 112558570 / 11 2558571 Fax : (+94) 11 2558572
Email : paffrel@sltnet.lk  Web : www.paffrel.com



Also this case has reaffirmed the need for limiting candidate spending and
holding elections in a free and fair atmosphere.

The responsibility of taking further action in keeping with this judgment lies
with the President and the Election Commission, and we hope that those decisions
will be implemented soon.

Moreover, following the precedent created by this judgment,the PAFFRELis
looking forward to continuing take legal action against the parties indulged in
fraudulent activities in future elections.

Rohana Hettiarachchie

Executive Director



